
 

 Northumbria Area Ramblers 

Minutes of the 78th Annual General meeting held on Saturday, 4th February, 2017  

at Croxdale  Community Centre, Rogerson Terrace, Croxdale at 2.00pm. 

Meeting attended by 31 members. 

1   Introduction 

Penny Ford, Northumbria Area Chair, welcomed everyone to the AGM, including 

Alison Mitchell (Trustee) from Scotland, Andrew Best from Natural England, and 

Diane Simcoe, Liaison Officer.  She thanked Durham Group for hosting the 

event, providing refreshments, and for leading an enjoyable walk in the 

morning. 

2  Apologies. 

Apologies were received from M McVey, and G Dallow. 

 

3 Minutes of the 77th AGM 

The minutes were adopted as an accurate record.  Proposed and seconded by 

members of audience. 

4   Matters Arising 

4.1 Training – Groups have been asked to contact Judith Taylor when they 

required training so that Richard Holmes could tailor the programme to their 

requirements.  Details are on the website. 

4.2  Volunteer Certificates – are available from Central Office if there is someone 

in the Group whom you wish to nominate.  Details are on the website. 

4.3  Website – all Area information had been moved to the National website and 

the old website is no longer in use (license will run out in October).  The new 

website will be updated by Central Office and multiple pages are available for 

the use of groups.  Tony Royston was thanked for his work with the websites 

and appreciation was expressed to Alison Emslie for the huge help given in 

transferring information and for assisting groups in using the new website.  It is 

intended to run a training session in March, mainly for Group Editors and 

anyone interested should contact Alison. 

 

 



 

5   Adoption of the Annual Report. 

The Annual Report had been sent out and was taken as read.  Adoption of the 

Annual Report was proposed by Neil Allender, seconded by Cliff Ludman, and 

adopted. 

6  Adoption of the Actual Accounts 

 

Steve Edwards presented the accounts.  He reported that Group allocations had 

been reduced because we had run down reserves and there was a general fall 

in membership.  The Walks Programme had been revised using a new print 

company, resulting in a better product costing £545 instead of £740. 

• Because of a delay in payment, the Walks Leader Training of £260 was included 

in this year’s accounts instead of last year’s.  There were 28 participants this 

year compared to 13 last year. 

• Footpath Maintenance, keyrings, and business cards were not repeated this 

year. 

• Our budget had been capped even though we had requested £6,000 for an 

expenditure of £9,500, and had saved £4,000 for printing in previous years.  

We have appealed and a decision is to be made on 14 February at Central 

Office. 

• It would be simpler to pay group allocations at the beginning of the year, but 

may have to change this to regular payments to fit in with Central Office. 

• Alison suggested encouraging groups to ask local companies if they would like 

advertising in the booklet.  A full page advertisement cost £40 per issue. 

Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Ron Davison, seconded by Cath 

Chaytor and agreed. 

7  Appointment of Auditor. 

Appointment of Gary Kennedy –was proposed by Judith Taylor, seconded by 

Kathleen Tweddle, and agreed. 

8  Election of Officers 

The following officers were proposed by Cliff Ludman, seconded by Kath 

Tweddle and elected:- 



 

Area Chair:                   Penny Ford 

Vice Chair:                   Richard Fletcher 

Area Treasurer: Steve Edwards 

Area Secretary: Vacant 

Membership:             Malcolm McVey 

Access Officer:            Nuala Wright 

Publicity and Media:   Vacant 

Website Editor:      Tony Royston 

 

Penny Ford said she was willing to continue as Chair for 2017 but would like to 

resign in 2018.  Members were encouraged to find an Area Secretary and future 

Chair. 

 

9  Election of 6 Independent members to Area Council for the term of 1 

year. 

  Judith Taylor (Training); Alison Emslie (Independent), Bill Gallon, Robert 

Hutchinson and Mark Nugent. These were proposed by Steve Edwards, 

seconded by Nuala Wright, and agreed.   



 

10  General Council 2017 

To be held in Southampton on 6 April 2017. Richard Fletcher, Nuala Wright and 

Rachel Orange will attend as delegates. 

11  Any Other Business 

11.1 Members were encouraged to complete the Central Office Survey. 

11.2 Data Protection – to avoid being in breach of the Data Protection Act, 

members were advised to forward emails, with a “blind copy” of email 

addresses. 

11.3 Alan Mitcham would like to resign from the Local Access Forum, which was 

an advisory body consisting of landowners, users and other interested people; 

meetings were usually held in the Hexham area.  Details were on the National 

Parks website.  If anyone was interested in being our representative, please 

let Penny know. 

11.4 The Coast Path is now being planned up to the Scottish Border. 

11.5 The Heritage Way – 80 mile route around Tyne & Wear.  The whole route 

has been re-walked, amended, and a leaflet is being compiled.  Way-marking 

will be done by local Councils. Groups were asked to advise if/when future 

maintenance was required. 

11.6 Walks made by a lady around the County during First World War are being 

researched, Ramblers have been asked to assist with developing routes and 

funding will be available. 

11.7 Lost Ways:  Any paths not included on maps by 2026 will be lost.  Alnwick 

had formed a Group to research any routes in their area.  Members were 

asked to get in touch if they were interested in doing some of this research. 

11.8 Footpath Maintenance – Hexham and Tyneside groups are carrying out 

regular maintenance and way marking.   Anyone interested in forming a group 

should get in touch with the Council. 

11.9 Pennine Way – an appeal was made to do way marking on the 73 mile 

stretch between Tan Hill and Hadrian’s Wall in Northumberland. 

11.10 Hadrian’s Wall – Northumberland National Park were proposing to divert the 

trail through Gilsland Village, to avoid crossing the railway line.  People in the 

area have objected and it was hoped that Central Office would provide support 

to keep the original route. 



 

11.11 Ramblers Roadshow.  There Are to be further Roadshows in Leeds and 

Buxton.  Alison Emslie would include local ones on our website. 

 

12  Date and Venue of 2018 AGM 

Saturday 3 February 2018 – venue to be agreed. 

 

13 Address by Guest Speaker – Andrew Best 

Andrew Best, Senior Adviser of Natural England, spoke about the English Coast 

Path.  Discussions had taken place about 12 years ago to form a path around the 

whole of the British Isles.  In 2013, surveys showed that 7% of all visits were 

made to the Coast.  It was hoped to complete this path by September 2020, 

breaking it into 65 stretches.  There were problems with some sections in 

Yorkshire because of coastal erosion.  Consultation has begun on the section from 

Amble to the Border.  A number of Acts had been past – The Marine Coastal 

Access Act in 2009; Countryside and Rights-of-Way Act in 2000, and National Park 

& Access to the Countryside.  He mentioned that the North East local authorities 

had been very helpful.  The path was include spreading space so that the path 

could be moved back if there was erosion, and protection could be given for farm 

animals etc.   

Their format was “Prepare – develop – propose – protection – open”. 

The report from South Bents to Amble should be completed by March 2017.  

Statutory maps were to be prepared and printed by Ordnance Survey but Natural 

England could not provide publicity, Ramblers can help with this.  It was hoped to 

improve some of the signage on the Durham coast section, some of which was 

part of other long distance paths, such as the European Coast Path. 

He thanked Nuala and others for all the path work they had been involved in. 

 

14 Address by Guest Speaker – Alison Mitchell (Trustee) 

Alison had 30 years’ experience as an RA member in Scotland and her talk 

explained the work of Trustees and was based on a standard template supplied 

from Central Office.  She mentioned the Pathwatch App which was funded by Sport 

Scotland.  2-day Induction days are available for Area Chairs and Secretaries. 

Support Officers are being appointed, working 2 days a week and she asked 

people to inform them of what support Areas and Groups needed. 



 

Ramblers Road Shows were mentioned – the new CEO is now in post and will be at 

the General Council meeting. 

In law Trustees have ultimate control of the Charity.  Elections are due in April 

2017 when there will be 7 vacancies.  Nominations should be made by 18 February 

2017. 

It was suggested that it would be useful for the “About Us” slide to be included on 

our website with a “click” button telling people about each item.  She agreed to 

send it to us. 

“Scotland on foot” leaflets were available, which included milestone dates for the 

Ramblers in Scotland. 

Regarding a question about Governance, Alison said that there were no current 

proposals but this may change in a couple of years. 

Penny thanked both speakers, Richard and the Durham Group for setting up the 

venue, and everyone for attending.  The meeting closed at 4.05 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Northumbria Area in 2017 

Officers’ Reports 

Area Chair’s Report 
It has been a steady and successful year for area and the groups. We completed 

the change from our own website to our site on the National website and I would 

like to thank everyone for their time and patience and for making excellent use of 

the new facility. 

Area has been involved with surveying the coastal footpath and this year Alnwick 

and Berwick groups covered Amble to the border. Much hard work has gone into 

bringing the Heritage Way back to life and I would like to thank all those involved. 

We will officially open the way at the Walking Festival in May. 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone on the Executive Committee for all their 

hard work and support. This is my final year as Chairman and it has been a 

pleasure, privilege and sometimes a challenge, but I am so pleased to have had 

the opportunity to meet so many people and learn more about our wonderful Area. 

Penny Ford 

 

Membership Secretary’s Report 

Since my last report, the Area Membership has fluctuated only slightly, from 2065 

to a high of 2077 in March, and a low of 2056 in September, finishing with 2059 in 

October. These figures seem to say that we are more or less holding our own, but, 

because of the 282 new members we have acquired this year, we have an overall 

loss of 276. This is mainly due to members lapsing, but also resigning, transferring 

out of the Area, and unfortunately, members dying.  

My job has been made a lot easier by Head Office, in that previously, they would 

send me a monthly report PDF file covering all of our (on paper), 18 Groups. 14 

managed, 3 administrative, (controlled by HO) groups, and lastly affiliated clubs.  

On receiving this, I had to separate this using a dedicated computer program, into 

individual club reports, then email them out to their respective Membership 

Secretaries. Though I still get this, Head Office also now sends individual reports 

to each of our clubs respective Membership Secretary.                                                                        

 

Malcolm McVey 



 

 

 

Access  Officer 
Natural England has been busy working with landowners, highway authorities and 

others to open up stretches of the England Coast Path, and recently they 

announced (1 September 2017) that work has now started on every stretch. The 

path is due to open in 2020. 

On 24 March 2017, Natural England submitted a report to the Secretary of State 

for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs setting out the proposals for improved 

access to the coast between South Bents and Amble.  The period for making 

formal representations and objections about the report closed at 5pm on 19 May 

2017. The Secretary of State will consider all the representations and objections 

before making a decision about Natural England’s report.  Objections are 

forwarded for consideration by an independent planning inspector appointed by 

the Secretary of State. The inspector will make recommendations to the Secretary 

of State in respect of each one.  Natural England may not make any further 

changes to the report as a result of the representations and objections, but will 

make comments about them for consideration by the Secretary of State and, in 

the case of objections, the appointed person (an inspector from the Planning 

Inspectorate).  The Secretary of State was expected to make a decision on the 

report in 2017.  Once the Secretary of State has approved the report, Natural 

England will start work with South Tyneside Council, North Tyneside Council and 

Northumberland County Council on preparing the route for public use.  The first 

step will be to contact owners and occupiers of the affected land to discuss the 

design and location of any new infrastructure which is required such as signs and 

gates.  When preparations are complete, new access rights will be brought into 

force along the route and adjoining spreading room. This is expected to happen in 

summer/autumn 2018. 

Two further sections of the Northumberland Coast are now in process of being 

surveyed to prepare the final sections of the England Coast Path. Natural England 

is now visiting all the land on this stretch of coast that is likely to be affected by 

our proposals and discussing the options in detail with people who own or manage 

the land. Natural England will publish the proposals in a report to the Secretary of 



 

State. These will be available on GOV.UK and advertised in the local press.  Copies 

of the report will be placed in council offices and other appropriate locations in the 

local area for people to view.  Anyone who wishes to comment will be able to 

make a representation on the report and owners or occupiers of affected land will 

be able to make an objection.  The report on the Amble to Bamburgh section is 

expected to be published during winter 2017/18 and there will be an 8 week 

period for making a representation and/or objection.  The report on the section 

from Bamburgh to the Scottish Border is expected to be published during 

summer 2018 and there will be an 8 week period for making a representation 

and/or objection. 

 Alnwick Group has been preparing its own report to advise Natural England on the 

mapping the section from Amble to Bamburgh, and Berwick Group is assisting with 

the section from Bamburgh to the Scottish Border.  Members have been walking 

the coast, identifying their preferred route for the path, together with ‘spreading 

room’ which will be the equivalent of ‘access land’ along the coast, including 

beaches, headlands and uncultivated land near the coast.   

There are opportunities for members to continue to be involved in this process, 

walking the route from Bamburgh to the Scottish Border, and also commenting on 

Natural England’s proposals when published. 

Perhaps we should start looking at a route from the Scottish Border across the 

border fence to meet up with the England Coast Path at the Solway Firth, to 

complete a route around England! 

Nuala Wright 

 

 

Area Footpaths Officer (Rights of Way) 
Work continues on the English Coastal Path. The Alnwick Group have been 

walking and surveying the section from Amble northwards. The next section will 

involve the Berwick Group. 

 



 

The Heritage Way has required a lot of work this year. David Dallow of the 

Tyneside Wednesday 10 o clock group and his team have carried out the clearance 

and way marking of large sections of the route. The route has been amended, the 

guides re-written and the website design is well underway. It is hoped that the 

Way will be ready for “re-opening” in 2018. 

One short section of the route, at Dinnington, is currently a permissive section, 

and Ramblers intend to apply for a Definitive Map Modification Order to include 

this section of the path on the Definitive Map. 

 

Hadrian’s Wall Path. After some persuasion, we managed to get Ramblers’ new 

Chief Executive to write to object to the proposed re-routing of the Path through 

Gilsland village. This objection was in addition to objections from several individual 

members of Northumbria Ramblers. The matter has been referred to English 

Nature, and we await developments. 

 

A1 Dualling. I have attended 2 meetings about the proposals for dualling 2 

sections of the A1 north of Morpeth. A new route for the Morpeth to Felton section 

has now been announced. The section of road from Alnwick to Ellingham is to be 

upgraded to a dual carriageway.  

 

Morley Hill Farm.  Despite Ramblers winning this case several years ago, we are 

still waiting for Newcastle City Council to agree a new route with landowners to 

replace the footpath built over. 

 

Footpath Maintenance Groups.  I am aware of only 2 groups regularly 

undertaking footpath maintenance work-Hexham and the Tyneside 10 o’clock 

group. I would like to think that other groups in the Area would volunteer to do 

this sort of work next year, given the poor state of many footpaths. 

 

Pathwatch. I know that this scheme set up by Head Office and relaunched a year 

ago, is not popular with most local members. I receive copies of the fortnightly 

reports sent by Ramblers head office to our 7 local authorities, and the number of 

problems being reported is very small. Either the paths in Northumbria are all in 

good condition, or we are failing to bring problems to the attention of the highway 



 

authorities. I know members report problems directly to the relevant highway 

authority, but the impact is much greater if we include our reports in the central 

Pathwatch reports. I intend to try to promote greater use of Pathwatch next year. 

 

Unrecorded footpaths. Several Alnwick members met at the end of last year to 

create a group to claim and have recorded on the Definitive Map footpaths that are 

not currently recorded. Progress has been impeded by their work on the Coastal 

Path, but plans are now proceeding to have old railway lines in the Alnwick area 

converted to rights of way.  

We have to apply to record unrecorded rights of way before 2026. If we fail to do 

so, we will lose these footpaths. Anyone interested in helping to get these ways on 

the Definitive Map, please contact me. 

 

I have attended rights of way meetings at Durham and Northumberland County 

Councils 

 

We have new footpath officers, Margot Branson for Hexham Group, and John 

Todd for Sunderland Group. 

I would like to thank all group footpath officers for all their work throughout the 

year, but in particular, Margaret Anderson of Berwick Group. The Group has had 

more than its fair share of footpath applications to deal with this year. 

Neil Allender 

 

Training 
The training programme has been taken up by 37 members of Northumbria Area.  

This marks an increase on recent years.  Possibly the new Area website has made 

the information about training courses more readily available although there is no 

hard evidence that this is the case. 

Navigation at various levels remains the most demanded course.  Field First Aid is 

also of interest and there have been enquiries about Walk Leadership and Night 

Navigation and Benightment courses for next year. 

The experiment of running ‘Bespoke Courses’ was not felt to be successful by 

Richard Holmes, our expert trainer.   These Bespoke Courses were to be a medley 

of up to 3 items taken from the available training programme and were intended 



 

to allow groups to gain a basic understanding in various aspects of training.  

Opinions are being sought from those course members who took part in one such 

Bespoke Course. 

The total cost to Northumbria Area for providing the training has been £1,110.  

This exceeded by £110 the budget set for the year.  However, as the final invoice 

was not presented until after the end of Ramblers’ financial year, the surplus cost 

was transferred to the following year.  It is to be hoped that the cap on Area 

spending imposed by Central Office will not apply for a further year and that 

members of Northumbria Area can continue to benefit from first-class training. 

Many course members have been in contact to report on how much they enjoyed 

the course and how their understanding has been enhanced.  They have also 

contacted Richard, which is most pleasing for him to get such positive feedback.  

Once the year’s programme has been completed, course members will be asked 

for their opinions about the courses and will be invited to suggest improvements 

and/or developments that may be helpful for future planning. 

Judith Taylor 
 

 

Webmaster 
 The area website at www.ramblers.org.uk/northumbria appears to be running 

satisfactorily with all but two of the area’s groups using it to advertise their walks 

and activities. The editors have accustomed themselves with editing the content, 

partly thanks to some training meetings soon after the site went live. I would be 

glad to help editors when they have any difficulties. 

Tony Royston 

 

 

District Group Reports 
 
Alnwick and District Group 

Alnwick Ramblers are lucky in that the area provides a great variety of landscapes 

in which to walk. During the winter, Sunday walks are based mainly around the 

coast and the areas to the east of Alnwick. During the other months we usually 

arrange walks which start in the valleys of the Cheviots: the Coquet, Breamish, 



 

Harthope and occasionally College Valley. We also have shorter walks during the 

summer months, which take place mid-week. Ironically, few of our walks start 

from Alnwick itself. Maybe we should do something about this! 

We have provided a full programme of walks throughout the year. The longer 

Sunday walks have been especially well-attended, attracting almost thirty people 

at times.  On most occasions we have been joined by members from other areas, 

or by new walkers keen to find out about The Ramblers. The Alnwick Ramblers 

website has been valuable in attracting new members, publicising walks and 

providing information. 

In June many in our group took part in a training event on ‘Accidents and Medical 

Emergencies for Walk Leaders, organised by members of the social committee. 

Richard Holmes, who has many years’ experience of mountain rescue, offered 

many insights into how to keep safe in remote places and how to deal with 

emergency situations.  As well as providing valuable advice, Richard had many 

suggestions which were quite novel. Who, for example, would have considered a 

kite to be a potentially life-saving piece of equipment! Above all, Richard 

challenged us to think creatively about responses to danger and to look well 

beyond carrying a ‘normal’ first-aid kit. 

Also in June, we had a barbecue on Alnmouth beach to mark midsummer night. A 

large number of people came to this and enjoyed near-perfect weather and a very 

varied selection of food. 

Group members have also helped to survey ‘our’ stretch of coast for the 

forthcoming English coastal path. Our Access Officer has also worked hard to raise 

the profile of walking in the area and to create or reintroduce new paths. 

Colin  Duquemin 

 

 

Berwick Group 

Our group continues to run weekly walks, normally on a Sunday, but occasionally 

on Saturdays if local schedules permit the use of a bus or two - this gives us more 

options for linear walks and the eagerly anticipated café.  A regular annual event is 

the Riding of the Bounds on the first of May; although this is traditionally a riding 

event, Berwick Ramblers has walked the 13 mile route for many years, and shares 

in the pies at the end. 



 

Over the years the group has published three walking guides, which sell steadily, 

and the current best seller – ‘The Streets of the Cheviots’ - is being reprinted.  

There is a slight delay at present but we hope to have the volume ready for sale 

by the spring.  Money raised from the publications has enabled us to contribute to 

the restoration of a local footpath.  Other monies raised come from Ramblers 

Holidays Walking Partnership, and group members who take Ramblers holidays are 

encouraged to remember this.  Three years ago we ran a navigation course on the 

proceeds. 

At our last AGM we agreed to move the date forward from March to November to 

comply with a request from Area: this means two general meetings in the twelve 

months, but members made no objection to the proposed change. 

The group away days this year was to Ambleside, where the weather was 

reasonable apart from one very wet morning.  Numbers on this event are 

dwindling, however, and so we will need to consider whether it is worth continuing 

with it. 

Annie Watt 

 

 

Chester-le-Street 

Our group has again increased the number of walks in our programme beyond 

those offered in 2016 with seventy five walks on offer. These include Sundays, 

Wednesday mornings and Thursday evening walks and they have continued to 

been well attended. Our average number of members on each walk has risen from 

last year. 

Our monthly social events are also continuing to be a success with our members. 

Our Secretary, Jon Davison, has continued to regularly and consistently keeps 

members fully informed about events and walks for the week ahead including 

relevant news by emailing them on a very regular basis and this is much 

appreciated by our members. 

 

Photo's continue to be uploaded to Facebook after most walks and these may, long 

term, encourage other Facebook members to join us when they see the enjoyment 

we have and the interesting places we visit. 

Our group continues to grow with 14 new members joining this year so far. Our 



 

current membership is now 104. 

Three members have been trained on Navigation courses which were offered by 

Area and eight of our members have recently walked the Dales Way. 

We have found that due to budget cuts Durham County Council have not been able 

to deal with most of the footpath problems that we have reported to them. This 

will continue for the foreseeable future. 

With our membership continuing to rise, the number of members walking 

increasing and a growing number of people viewing our website these all indicate 

that we are a thriving group. 

I would personally like to thank all members of our committee and our walk 

leaders for the work they do and to all our members who walk regularly with us 

making this group what it is today. 

Mike Webber 

 

 

Derwentside Group 

Membership is currently 76.  Attendance on walks has been quite good and we 

often have guests from other groups. 

We now have a variety of walk leaders, including some from Chester le Street and 

Durham groups.  Our thanks to them for volunteering their help. 

The annual dinner was held at the Derwent Walk Inn at Ebchester in April and was 

a great success. 

Unfortunately some of our members have suffered ill-health and we had to cancel 

this year’s bus trip to Pateley Bridge.  However, the bus company has agreed to 

put the deposit towards our next trip when we arrange it.  And we are especially 

grateful to John Armstrong from Chester le Street group, who arranged an 

alternative walk at short notice.  It was a beautiful warm day at Danby, with great 

views of Little Fryupdale and a welcome pint at the Duke of Wellington pub. 

We have had some setbacks, but I am sure we will recover and continue our 

normal walks programme in the future. 

Vaughan Davidson 

 
 
 
 



 

Durham Group 
 

The Group has had a year of moderate expansion with an increase in the number 

of walks organized, the number of leaders, and the attendance at walks.  This has 

also been reflected in an increase in the membership of the Group. 

The year started well with the Group hosting the Area Annual General Meeting.  

Rachel Orange organized this in her local village hall at Croxdale.  This building 

used to be the local school so allowed plenty of free parking in the playground.  

Also Croxdale is a good start point for a fine pre-meeting walk. 

Roger Carpenter has been overseeing the organization of all types of walk that 

have been presented this year.  He has increased the number of Wednesday walks 

to 48, nearly one a week!  Some have been quite strenuous – 11 miles hard fell 

walk - and others a 5 mile morning walk with lunch at a pub!  The Sunday walks 

have alternated with the Derwentside Sunday walks so there have been 26.  There 

have been 11 Monday evening walks in the summer months and these have 

attracted the largest number of walkers.  So 84 walks is a record for the Group 

and represents a great effort on Roger’s part.  This was helped by him increasing 

the number of available leaders to 18. 

There has not been so much footpath work this year as Durham County have been 

spending a large amount reinstating the two Durham City paths that were 

destroyed by the landslip below Pelaw Wood in the City.  The path beside the River 

Wear is an important link to the Old Durham area from the City Centre.  It is also 

a major link in an important cycle route.  The path half way up the wooded slope 

had always given problems, but is now much improved.  Both these paths were 

reopened this summer. 

 

The membership of the Group has been slowly increasing and now stands at 134.  

That the numbers have kept up is, to some extent, due to the use of e-mail and 

that the secretary sends out a newsletter to the membership and other interested 

parties every Thursday.  This is mostly a simple reminder of the forthcoming 

walks. 

 

Cliff Ludman 

  



 

 

Gateshead Group 
The group are continuing to walk every Saturday with sufficient volunteers to lead 

walks up until the end of January 2018. In June, with what seems to becoming an 

annual event, the group did a linear walk from Cow Green Reservoir to Dufton with 

a coach for the return journey, at a very reasonable cost of £5 per walker. In July 

the group did a joint coach trip to Grasmere with the Hexham group. There was a 

choice of three walks to cater for all levels of walker. 

The group have had two social evenings this year, a New Year meal in January and 

a Summer meal in August. 

We have five new faces in the group who are regular walkers; an average 12 to 20 

walkers attend our walks. As the AGM approaches we are hoping to encourage 

more members to take up committee positions and place themselves forward as 

walk leaders. 

Our Facebook page seems popular with our walks secretary taking photographs 

and placing these on line. 

As November 2017 approaches we are planning our schedule of walks for 2018. As 

well as our Saturday walks we are hoping for a weekend away to the Sedbergh 

area to walk in the Howgills and a coach trip to the Lake District in August. 

The group received a grant of £1000 with which it purchased a defibrillator to 

carry on walks, thanks to the efforts of our Treasurer 

Peter Blacklock 

 

Hexham Group  

Membership has gone up from 132-139. The web page seems to be the most 

common means of finding us. 

Numbers on walks have dropped slightly over recent months and are usually in the 

10-15 range but several new members are walking regularly with us and 

supporting the group in other ways. 

The waymarking group has been out on a monthly basis since April. The parishes 

of Matfen and Gt. Whittington have been finished and we are now working in 

Hexhamshire. We have walked and signed the stretch of the Heritage Way from 

Ponteland to Wylam and have checked our 12 mile stretch of Issac’s Tea Trail on 2 

occasions. 



 

The market stall in Hexham in August was again rained off after 2 hours but we 

had interest from a number of people, including 1 member wo had recently moved 

her membership to the Hexham group. 

At the end of September Mavis Harris was presented with a national volunteering 

award at an event in Hexham which included a talk by Chris Francis who has 

recently published a book on his walk from Land’s End to John O’Groats. 50-60 

people attended and money was raised for Tynedale Hospice at Home – the charity 

which Chris had chosen to support. 

We have again invited the local MP, Guy Opperman, to join us on a walk but for 

the 2nd time have received no reply. 

2 people have expressed an interest in training. 

Our summer meal in early July was well-attended at The Cart’s Bog pub.  The 

annual week-end stay with HF has been booked for April 2018 at Malham. 
Julia Forster 

 

Morpeth 
Membership currently stands at 72 with three new members joining in the last few 

months. 

We have had a varied programme of walks this last year with lengths ranging from 

7 to 10 miles and it has been encouraging to see the increase in numbers joining 

us on our walks particularly from other groups.   

We all met for a delicious Christmas meal at the Ridley Arms in Stannington in 

December and there was a good turnout for our summer meal at the Thai 

restaurant in Morpeth in July. We were shocked and saddened in late July when 

our friend and colleague Joyce Chapman collapsed and died whilst walking with us 

on the Red Kite Trail.  Despite the valiant efforts of four members administering 

CPR she never regained consciousness. Joyce had walked with us for many years 

and will be missed by all. 

Vicky  Ludbrook 

 

 

Northumbria Short Circuits 
There has been a good start to our new walks programme, starting with  



 

a visit to Weardale.  

The Group’s current monthly figures from Membership HQ stand at 95.  

On the financial front, the Group again did not take up the offered annual grant 

allocation as our reserves are more than adequate. Due to Bank closures, we have 

experienced some difficulty in paying in cheques for social events etc. It was 

decided to offer members the option of using online banking to help ameliorate 

this. 

Walking weekend 23rd-26th June 2017  

For our annual walking weekend we visited Windermere in the Lake District. 27 

members of Short Circuits stayed at the Windermere Hotel and set off to do three 

short walks over the weekend. 

Our first walk was at Elterwater; a very scenic walk, taking in two waterfalls 

(Colwith Force and Skelwith Force). Halfway round we took full advantage of the 

lovely weather to have coffee and cake at High Park Farm, once owned by Beatrix 

Potter.   

Sunday’s walk started with an easy first two miles taking us to Holehird Gardens 

which is the Lakeland Horticultural Society’s gardens, followed by an ascent over 

grassland to the top of Orrest Head with fantastic views over Lake Windermere. 

Our third and final walk on the Monday involved a walk to the top of School Knott, 

with more fantastic views of Windermere.   

Our 2018 Walking Weekend is being planned and will centre around Grange-over-

Sands, near Lancaster. 

Holy Island away day 2nd September 2017 

We were greeted with a beautiful sun-filled day for a visit to Holy Island on 2nd 

September 2017. 31 people took part on a walk around the whole island; we were 

particularly fortunate in that shortly after we arrived there, the tide came in and 

the usual hordes of visitors could not get access. A truly quiet day! After Fish & 

Chips at Seahouses, we returned by coach to Newcastle. 

Footpath problems  

arose on our Elsdon and Stamfordham walks; these have been reported to 

Northumberland CC. Some Rights of Way issues came up on the Weardale walk; 

details have been sent Durham CC. 

Safeguarding Policy 



 

Short Circuits have drawn up guidelines to comply with Ramblers Safeguarding 

Policy, bearing in mind that we do not have many vulnerable people walking with 

us. This has been circulated to walks leaders, so they know how they stand. 

 

Anne Dickinson 

 

 

Northumbria Family Walking Group 
Still going strong after nearly 20 years, the Family Ramblers offers a route into 

walking for everyone. You don't need to bring along children, you can bring along 

anyone in your family who would like to start walking in a social group. Our walks 

are typically 6 miles long, circular and graded as 'easy'.  

Our free Walks Programme is based on 2 x 6 month series of walks each calendar 

year, each series themed to link the walks together. The theme for July-December 

2017 is Lines on the Landscape and has included walks on old railway lines, 

Hadrian's Wall and following river valleys. You can find us 

at www.familywalking.org or via Twitter @familywalking . 

Robert Cooper 

 

 

Northumbria Walking Group (20s and 30s Group) 

 Committee - new Chairman, General Secretary, and Social Secretary, meeting 2-3 

times a year.  AGM organised for 14 January 2018.  Membership – Historically 

120-150.  Numbers at 14/9/17 – 194 affiliated to Ramblers; 140 on closed 

Facebook account.  Group manual and Constitution setting good practice in place 

in line with Ramblers Association, had been arranged.  We are making good 

progress and will link it to our public Facebook page. 

 Marketing and Growth – After discussions, we went live in February using 

Facebook very successfully.  This was attractive to younger members, encouraging 

them to lead walks, organise socials, and a quick way to post events.  Our 

Webmaster has added a link to Facebook on the NWG website, so the group can 

easily be found.  We have 2 Facebook accounts – 1 public and 1 closed.  The 

Public Facebook brought in new members; the closed one was about retaining 

them.  We continue to keep members without Facebook, informed of events.  We 



 

are looking for someone with IT skills who can keep us up-to-date on the legal 

issues of Facebook. 

 YHA Group membership – is annually renewed to encourage members to 

participate in breaks away.  We have visited the Lake District, Scotland, Wales, 

and Ireland. 

 Walking and other activities – Short, easy walks were usually 7/8 miles and 

progressed up accordingly.  Attendances averaged 20+, but had been 45.  Our 

busy and varied programme included: a Christmas weekend held in Ambleside; a 

Kielder Lakeside Way bike ride (27 miles); and a walking weekend in Glendalough, 

Ireland.  The Programme Co-ordinator had trialled the OS mapping system with a 

group of members in the Lake District.  The Chairman and Secretary had walked 

135 miles, coast to coast from Helensburgh to Dunbarton on the John Muir Way, 

accompanied by members for shorter sections.  A Ben Nevis weekend had been 

held. 

 Intentions for Forthcoming year - Christmas weekend in Glasgow; encourage 

a greater variety of members to lead walks; attend Group Training Courses with 

the proviso that when used, members would then lead a walk, social activities – 

pub quiz crawl, themed meals, theatre visits, City weekend walks, 2018 Walks 

Festival in May; possible committee member update; pay for advertising on 

Facebook and evaluate outcome; complete NWG Constitution and Manual; keep up 

with all the great walks we already do!   

Anne Brunniche 

 

Ponteland Group 

Our long-standing member and well-known local walks leader Dara Dastur died in 

February. A walk and lunch were held in his memory at Slaley in May. Money from 

the collection was donated to the Woodland Trust and an area of woodland in 

Hedley Hall Woods is now dedicated to Dara. My thanks to all who were involved in 

organising these events. 

The established walk pattern of alternate Sundays and two Wednesdays per month 

has continued throughout the year, the Wednesday group is the better supported. 

We are short of leaders for our Sunday walks and this is now hindering completion 

of a full programme. 



 

Our total membership has fallen from 100 to 95. About 40 people actively support 

our two walking groups. 

The County Council have now completed reconstruction work on the claimed 

bridleway near Western Way. 

We held 2 very successful group annual dinners around the turn of the year. 

We joined Hexham group for a weekend away at Coniston in April, our thanks go 

to Jill Bungay of Hexham for organising this. 

Steve Edwards 

 

Sunderland Group 
A varied programme of walks was enjoyed by the Group but the number of 

members has fallen and a sub-committee has been formed to look at the question 

of publicity and attracting new members. Social Events are also going to be 

arranged. The Christmas meal and walk are scheduled for December 13th at North 

Biddick Social Club where last year’s meal was very successful. 

 

Members are being encouraged to take training courses to hopefully increase the 

number of walks leaders as it has been difficult to completely fill the programme. 

 

 
Gillian Darbyshire  
 
 

 

Tyneside Group 
This year has been one of steady progress. Our new Chairman has led committee 

meetings in an atmosphere of efficiency and light-heartedness. Our need for a 

Treasurer was quickly answered by Nick Lambert, a relatively new member, which 

has ensured a very smooth hand-over and with the overall guidance of Michael 

Manwell, our website has continued to become even more attractive and 

informative.   

 

Walk Leaders and Coach Organisers have provided interesting and enjoyable 

programmes of excursions and newcomers regularly comment on how welcome 

they are made to feel. All coaches have reported a small increase in numbers.  



 

 

The Heritage Way Group have put in many hours of meetings and way-marking 

and good progress is being made, though some councils are far more supportive 

than others. 

 
Gill Dallow 

  



 

 

Accounts 
 
Ramblers, Northumbria Area 
 
Income and Expenditure Account Year Ended 30th September 2017 
    
Income   2016/17 2015/16 
 Central Office Allocation 3240.00 3240.00 
 Sales of Adverts 280.00 280.00 
 Training (Donations) 290.00 300.00 
 Bank Interest - 4.59 
 Sales (Key Rings) -     60.00            
 Total Income for Year 3810.00 3884.59 
    
Expenditure    
 Group Allocations 2738.44 2274.84 
 Walks Programmes 1093.85 1471.39 
 Walks Leader Training 1020.00 1340.00 
 Practical Work 1335.11 133.00 
 Footpath Maintenance/Campaigns - - 
 Publicity - - 
 Meetings 296.54 279.73 
 Administration 53.63 84.53 
 Total Expenditure for Year 6537.57 5583.49 
    
 Surplus/(Deficit) for Year (2727.57) (1698.90) 
    
Balance 
Sheet 

   

 Opening Balance 4949.80 6648.70 
 Closing Balance 2222.23 4949.80 
 
Independent Examiner’s Statement 
Having carried out procedures in accordance with Area and Group Independent 
Examination Guidelines, I consider the Northumbria Area accounts to have been 
properly prepared and give a true and fair view of the Area finances for the year 
ended September 30th 2017 
Signed  
Gary Kennedy 
Independent Examiner. 
 
Date 30th October 2017. 
 
Stephen Edwards 
Treasurer. 
 
Stephen Edwards 
Treasurer. 
Honorary Area Officers 20117– 2018 



 

  
Chair       Penny Ford 

Vice-Chair      Richard Fletcher 

Treasurer      Stephen Edwards 

Secretary      Vacant  

Countryside Officer    Vacant 

Annual Report Editor     Paul Roberts 

Access Officer     Nuala Wright 

Rights of Way Coordinator   Neil Allender 

Publicity and Literature Officer  Vacant 

Membership Officer    Malcom McVey 

Training Officer     Judith Taylor 

IT Officer      Tony Royston & Alison Emslie 

Media Officer     Vacant 

Minutes Secretary    Pauline Hawdon/Judith Taylor 

  

Individual Area Council Members 

Mr W. Gallon 

Alison Emslie 

Mr M Nugent 

R Hutchinson 

 

 


